
I t may be fashionable in 
some quarters to hail 
David Cameron as a 
strong, decisive, even 
“great” Prime Minister, 

but many others are far from 
convinced. They might point 
to many instances of how the 
Government’s record seems 
to add up to little more than 
weak, half-baked, 
unthought-through gestures, 
from the fiasco of our 
intervention in Libya to its 
chaotic plans for yet again 
rearranging the NHS – but 
two issues stand out as 
terrifying evasions of reality.

One, exemplified by Mr 
Cameron’s wish to pass into 
law a commitment to 
increase our overseas aid by 
47 per cent, is the truly 
astonishing smoke and 
mirrors act being played 
over the scale of our 
runaway public spending.

Thanks not least to the 
nightly disinformation put 
out by the “cuts”-obsessed 
BBC, how many people 
realise that, despite hefty tax 
rises, government spending 
is still going up, not down, 
and that we are still having 

How they hide 
chief threats 
to our future

ReadeRs may be pleased to know that 
Vicky Haigh, the former jockey and 
racehorse trainer who fled to Ireland so 
that her baby would not be seized at 
birth by Nottinghamshire social 
workers, has given birth in Limerick 
hospital to a daughter, sapphire Roisin. 

The social workers had told an Irish 
newspaper that they had “no plans to 
remove her child” – despite warning 
miss Haigh in a letter last month that 
this was their intention. On the morning 
of the birth, the social workers sent a 
message to say they had been “liaising 
with social workers in Ireland” to arrange 
“a transfer Child Protection Conference”. 
Miss Haigh has met an Irish social worker 
and health visitor, whom she describes 
as “lovely, normal people, completely 
different from the social workers I have 
dealt with in England”. They are bemused 
by Nottinghamshire’s interest in her child, 

since for six years she has had a happy 
family life with Sapphire’s father, a loved 
stepmother to his three children.

 I am forbidden to explain the reasons 
for the English social workers’ intrusion 
into Miss Haigh’s life by the extraordinary 
secrecy whereby the family court system 
protects its workings from public view. 
We can only identify her because earlier 
this month, under Parliamentary 
privilege, she was named in the 
Commons by John Hemming MP. Mr 
Hemming and I know much more of her 
story than either of us can disclose, 
which is why we are so anxious to 
champion her cause. We believe she has 
been the victim of a serious injustice. But, 
ironically, the fact that she has been 
publicly named means we can reveal less 
of her experiences than we could 
previously under a cloak of anonymity,

It is very hard for those outside this 

system to grasp just how complete is the 
omertá by which it operates. I was again 
attacked last week by a prominent legal 
blogger, for reporting on cases where the 
system appears to be going tragically 
wrong, without having sat for days in 
court to hear “both sides of the story”. 

This barrister compared me to a sports 
writer who cannot be bothered to watch 
a football match, but relies on a version 
given by one player after the game. But 
would a journalist attend a match when 
he is forbidden to name the teams or any 
of the players, may be imprisoned for 
disclosing much of what happens on the 
pitch, and is even prohibited from giving 
the final score? This is a better analogy 
for the secrecy which surrounds what 
goes on in our family courts. It is only 
remarkable how much of this corrupted 
system we can still manage, quite 
accurately, to bring to public view.

have your say
Do you agree with Christopher Booker? 

telegraph.co.uk/christopherbooker

vicky saves her baby from clutches of social workers
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tomorrow
Lady Gaga releases 
her third album, Born 
this Way. The Queen 
attends the VIP day of 
the Chelsea Flower 
show.

tuesDay
President obama 
arrives in the UK; he 
will stay with the First 
Lady at Buckingham 
Palace. Bob Dylan 
celebrates his 70th 
birthday.

weDNesDay
President Obama 
addresses both houses 
of Parliament, only 
the fourth foreign 
dignitary to do so since 
1945. oprah winfrey 
hosts her last talk show 
after 25 years on the 
air. Paul Gascoigne is 
in court for his 
bankruptcy hearing.

thursDay
The opening day of the 
telegraph hay 
Festival. Deauville in 
Normandy hosts the 

G8 summit. The first 
test between England 
and Sri Lanka gets 
under way in Cardiff.

FrIDay
ed miliband marries 
his long-term partner 
Justine Thornton in 
Nottingham. In 
Sunderland, take 
that begin their first 
headline tour with 
Robbie Williams since 
1995.

saturDay
Barcelona play 
Manchester United in 
the uefa Champions 
League Final at 
Wembley. amnesty 
International 
celebrates its 50th 
anniversary at St 
Martin in the Fields, 
Trafalgar Square.

suNDay
The Formula 1 Grand 
Prix is hosted in 
Monaco. It is the 100th 
anniversary of the 
death of w s Gilbert.

DaNIeL kNowLes

trouBLe IN westmINster
Justice Secretary Kenneth Clarke 
faced calls for his resignation 
following a radio interview in 
which he appeared to distinguish 
between “serious” and “forcible” 
rape and date rape. He eventually 
issued an apology, 36 hours after 
making the comments during a 
discussion about Coalition plans 
to halve prison sentences for 
rapists and violent offenders who 
plead guilty.

Chris Huhne’s frontbench 
career was sent into a tailspin 
after Essex Police announced it 
was to investigate claims that the 
Energy Secretary perverted the 
course of justice by asking his 
now estranged wife to take the 
blame for a speeding ticket in 
March 2003. The inquiry was 
opened after key police files 
previously thought to have been 
lost or destroyed were found.

Meanwhile, David Laws, the 
former Cabinet minister, is to be 
investigated by the police over his 
expenses claims. The inquiry was 
opened as a result of evidence 
unearthed in the recent 

Parliamentary Standards 
Commissioner’s inquiry, which 
resulted in Laws’ suspension 
from the Commons for seven 
days. He was found guilty of 
breaching expenses rules by 
claiming rent which he paid to his 
male partner.

Meanwhile, Elliott Morley, the 
former Labour minister and 
parliamentary expenses cheat, was 
jailed for 16 months after 
admitting dishonestly claiming 
£30,000 for mortgage repayments, 
including for a loan that had 
already been paid off.

FINaL ChaPter
The end of the paperback is nigh. 
Sales of books were surpassed for 
the first time by digital e-books. 
For every 100 printed books 
delivered by Amazon in the past 
six weeks, the online retailer has 
sold 105 e-books. The Kindle 
electronic reader, which can hold 
thousands of books, launched in 
the UK less than four years ago.

The end of the bookshop is 
nigh. Waterstones, the UK’s only 
surviving national book chain, 

was sold to Alexander Mamut, a 
Russian investment billionaire, for 
£53 million. HMV Group said it 
offloaded the 314 high street 
bookstores in a bid to stem 
rising debts.

The end of the, um, babycare 
store is also nigh. Mothercare 
announced it is to close more than 
a quarter of its UK stores over the 
next two years as part of its plans 
to reduce its high street presence. 
Instead, it will focus on developing 
franchises abroad, in growing 
economies such as China and 
South America.

heLmaND CasuaLty
Marine Nigel Dean Mead, from 
Lima Company, 42 Commando 
Royal Marines, is the latest 
British fatality in Afghanistan. He 
died on Sunday, as a result of 
wounds sustained in an 
improvised explosive device blast 
in the Nad Ali district of Helmand 
province. His death brought the 
number of British military 
personnel killed in operations in 
Afghanistan to 365.

PauL CLemeNts
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IT WAS A gOOd WEEk fOr…  
english wine Denbies Chalk Ridge Rosé 
2010, made from grapes grown near 
Dorking, Surrey, won gold at the 
International Wine Challenge, 
trumping French and American 
rivals. Chapel Down, a sparkling 
rosé from the Tenterden 
vineyard, which was served at 
the royal wedding last month, 
was also awarded a gold medal.

eliza Doolittle The 23-year-old 
singer-songwriter (right) played Britain’s 
first ever “Facebook concert”, playing in an 
actually empty Ronnie Scott’s club to a 
virtual audience on the social network 
estimated to be several thousand strong, 

hear say SEVEN dAYS IN SOUNdBITES

ANd A BAd ONE fOr… 
arnold schwarzenegger The Governor 
of California cancelled all his work 

engagements to deal with the 
collapse of his marriage (he parted 

from his wife Maria two weeks 
ago) and the fallout from the 
revelation that he had secretly 
fathered a child with his 
housekeeper, Mildred Baena, 14 

years ago.

the boss Most of us think we would 
run a business better than those who are 
actually in charge. According to a new 
study, only 18 per cent of British workers 
believe that their manager is “more 
capable” than they are themselves.

frOM THE ArCHIVE In the latest in a year-long series, we present 
snapshots of five tumultuous decades  
from the pages of The Sunday Telegraph

Last week, a former minister 
was sent to jail over his 
parliamentary expenses. But 
50 years earlier, members of 
Parliament were gently 

warned by The Sunday Telegraph 
about the potential for being 
corrupted on the Westminster gravy 
train.

“six Conservative and Labour mPs 
are going to the Central african 
Federation on a fortnight’s expenses-
paid tour sponsored by a firm of public 
relations consultants, Voice and 
Vision,” the paper’s political 
correspondent Ian Waller revealed. 
“The cost of each tour is £4,000, 
which will renew the widespread 
misgivings among mPs about the 
activities at Westminster of public 
relations firms representing 
commercial or political pressure 
groups. many mPs believe that 
action will have to be taken by the 
authorities to deal with the problem 
before it becomes a serious abuse.” 
Could it be that from such small 
acorns, an almighty expenses 
scandal grew?

Useful lessons about the power of 
money to corrupt were clearly not being 
learned in schools – of all places – either. In 
her presidential address at the annual 
conference in Worthing of the National 
association of Head Teachers, miss 
dorothy Neatle, headmistress of 
Hartsholme Infants school, Lincoln, 

complained that “some modern children”  
were being spoilt by parents who gave 
them too much pocket money. “Cocooned 
in plenty”, as she would have it.

“High marks at school were often 
rewarded with ‘quite fantastic pocket 

money bribes’ ” – an 
unseemly new state of affairs she laid 
firmly at the pushy and profligate parents’ 
door, whom she described as “obsessed 
by the prestige value of their children 
passing the 11-plus examination”.

It wasn’t just a few shillings and pence a 
week that was responsible for corrupting 
the young. The material riches lavished 

upon the nation’s little darlings, 
said miss Neatle, were mind-
boggling: “Tape recorders, pop 
records, typewriters, guitars, 
transistor radios and gold 
watches become increasingly 
for a brief span the want and 
often the gear of seven- and 
eight-year-olds, whereas five-
year-olds are rapidly acquiring 
the fripperies of the 
adolescent. Very few wait for 
anything.”

and oh, the scrapes that 
grown-ups used to get into over 
money back in those days! The 
paper reported on the plight of 
mrs Rosmund Conway, 39, from 
Lytchett minster, dorset, who 
had been put into a Canadian 
prison for a driving offence. 
Having served four days of her 
sentence, the jailbird’s mother, 
madeline Lady Lees, told the 
paper: “I think it’s wonderful, I’m 
so proud of her.”

you see, mrs Conway “wrote 
from her cell that she went to 
Ottowa county prison rather than 
pay a $25 speeding fine. she 
considered the fine ‘unjustified 
and absurd’.” In her turn, Lady 
Lees said that her daughter 
refused to pay the fine “because 

of the principle involved” and that she had 
“caused quite a stir by protesting about 
poor conditions in the gaol”.

The paper did not report whether Lady 
Lees offered to pay for her daughter to be 
released. One can only surmise that the 
purse remained closed.
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The longer you 
do something, 
the more you 
realise how 
difficult it is to 
do properly,  
so the harder 
you try

“The BBC is to ban a song entitled 
Have a Whiff on Me as part of a 
get-tough policy over songs about 

drugs. The song is on a record by mungo Jerry, the group 
which sold seven million copies of the hit In the 
Summertime. mr douglas muggeridge, head of BBC 
Radios 1 and 2, said yesterday: ‘It’s going to be our policy 
to be very tough on this sort of thing. I’m surprised that a 
company of such a high repute as Pye can allow this to go 
out. I think you can take it that it is banned.’ ”
 May 23, 1971

“so many rare orchids have been 
stolen from the Royal Horticultural 
society’s gardens at Wisley, 

surrey, that the remainder of the collection, one of the 
finest in the world, has been closed to the public 
indefinitely. more than 100 plants have vanished from the 
orchid house, with some specimens, from south america 
and Thailand, described as priceless. They are so scarce 
that they are not available on the open market. an 
increase in pilfering has been also recorded at the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kew, where rare fly-catching plants 
were recently stolen. Private detectives were 
successfully hired at Chelsea Flower show last week, in 
addition to uniformed and plain-clothes police. Only a few 
tomatoes were taken.”
 May 24, 1981

“miss Helen sharman became the 
first Briton in space yesterday 
when soyuz Tm-12, spitting flame, 

blasted off and soared away from the Baikonur space 
station at 18,000mph. On board the soviet spaceship 
was miss sharman, the 27-year-old woman from 
sheffield, who managed a wave to the capsule’s TV 
camera – to her watching parent’s relief. The wave from 
space was typical of the plucky sheffield woman, who 
has astonished fellow cosmonauts and her commanders 
with her determination and physical fitness. The mission 
will last eight days.” 
 May 19, 1991
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sHaRe yOUR memORIes aNd PICTURes  OF THe LasT FIFTy yeaRs WITH Us  aT TeLeGRaPH.CO.UK

David Dimbleby, in the  
run-up to the 2001 general 
election, whose coverage 
he anchored for the BBC

May 20, 2001

Children received ‘quite fantastic pocket 
money bribes’,  said a headmistress

“I look across the 
breakfast table at the 
first mrs archer and 
smile. I’ve made 
some stupid 
mistakes in my life, 
but I will not be 
writing the next 
book to pay for the 
second mrs archer.”
JeFFrey arCher pays a 
fragrant compliment

“When I have a very full 
audience I want to entertain 
them a little. I couldn’t find 
something important to say so 

I just talked my way into a 
sentence.”

Lars voN trIer on 
the Nazi gaffe 
that got him 
banned from 

Cannes for life

“I can’t excuse mel’s 
behaviour. Only he can do 

that. But I do know the man 
who has been a friend for 
many years is probably the 
most-loved actor in 
Hollywood.”
JoDIe Foster (pictured) 
defends her pal mel Gibson

“I’m proud to be the best 
mother I know. People say to 
me: ‘What’s your brand identity?’ 
and I say: ‘I’m a global mother.’ ”
the DuChess oF york 
displays typical self-
knowledge

“Liz Taylor’s an icon, I’m just 
normal.”
kate moss in modest mode

‘When you lose an election you 
arrive by ministerial car and 
leave by bus.”
Former culture secretary 
tessa JoweLL

On Tuesday the Welsh assembly in 
Cardiff will see the biggest 

demonstration so far in Britain against 
the horrifying disaster now being set in 
train across the land by the Government’s 
infatuation with wind power. Nowhere is 
this more obvious than in mid-Wales, 
where the assembly wishes to see the 
hills covered with up to 800 giant wind 
turbines, up to 415 ft high, visible over 
hundreds of square miles. Recently In 
Parliament, Glyn davies, the Tory mP for 
montgomeryshire, spoke about the anger 
this is arousing locally, recounting how 
one recent meeting called at short notice 
in Welshpool had drawn 2,000 people.

mr davies described how the problem is 
not only the turbines, but the need for 
two vast substations and 100 miles of 
steel pylons, up to 150 ft high, to carry 
the electricity into shropshire to connect 
with the national grid. But although he 
may have spoken eloquently about the 
visual and social impact of this project, he 
failed to spell out its nonsensical 
economic implications. To build 800 2-
megawatt turbines would cost at least 
£1.6 billion, plus, it is estimated, another 
£400 million for the pylons and sub-
stations. With the output of Welsh 
turbines last year averaging less than 20 
per cent of their capacity, thanks to the 
intermittency of the wind, the power 
produced by this £2 billion project will 
average out at little more than 300 mW.

yet contrast this with the 882 mW 
produced by Centrica’s new Langage gas-
fired power station near Plymouth, 
costing just £400 million. This single plant, 
built for a fifth of the money, covering a 
few acres, will produce nearly three times 
as much electricity, without disfiguring 
one of the most beautiful landscapes in 
Britain. Those Welsh turbines, costing us 
all £70 million a year in subsidy, will 
produce power that could have been 
generated without subsidy at a 15th of 
the cost. How many of those assembly 
members on Tuesday will manage to step 
outside the bubble of illusion surrounding 
wind power, to recognise just what 
insanity they are being made party to?

wales in revolt 
over mammoth 
wind scheme

to borrow nearly £3 billion a 
week to cover the shortfall?

In other words, our 
national debt, “which in the 
past year rose by another 
£141 billion”, is rising even 
faster than public spending, 
so that we are having to 
borrow money just to pay the 
interest on what we have 
borrowed.

Next January, Treasury 
figures predict, our debt will 
have broken the £1 trillion 
mark, having already risen 
in a year from 53 per cent of 
GDP to 60 per cent today.

The other issue was last 
week exemplified by the 
beleaguered Chris Huhne’s 
proposal that we must write 
into law a commitment to 

cut Britain’s CO2 emissions 
within 15 years by more 
than 50 per cent. There is no 
one on the planet who could 
explain how this might be 
achieved without closing 
down a large part of our 
almost wholly CO2-
dependent economy. 
Tellingly, Mr Huhne may in 
his statement have made no 
mention of his obsession 
with wind power, which he 
sees as the centrepiece of 
his energy policy. But he has 
never shown the faintest 
practical awareness of just 
how futile and irrelevant is 
such wishful thinking to 
averting our fast-looming 
energy crisis (see adjoining 
item on what is being 
proposed for Wales).

Here are two issues on 
which our self-deceiving 
Government has failed to 
show any of the qualities of 
real leadership. The only 
real success of the 
dysfunctional Coalition has 
been to obscure from us the 
horrifying reality of what 
have become the two darkest 
shadows hanging over our 
country’s future.
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vicky haigh with her daughter sapphire in Ireland, her refuge from social workers threatening to seize the child at birth


